
 

 
 



702615  

Contemporary Digital Practice 
Semester 1, 2008 
 
Coordinator: Bharat Dave (b.dave@unimelb.edu.au) 
 
Credit Points 12.5  
 
Overview  
 
This subject focuses on impacts of digital technologies on professional practice and services. 
It explores issues such as emerging forms of professional practice, status of professional 
knowledge and skills, use and value of digital information in design, and digital fabrication and 
assembly of contemporary buildings. The subject involves guest lectures by practicing 
designers and case studies of real projects. 

On completion of the subject students should have developed: 

• Knowledge of how digital technology is used in architectural practice. 
• Critical awareness of the impact of digital technology on architectural practice. 

Assessment 
Class participation (15%); gathering of case study data and production of a journal due at the 
end of semester (30%); essay to the equivalent of at least 3000 words due at the end of 
semester (55%). A case study description up to 500 words and an essay proposal up to 500 
words must be submitted by the end of week 4.  
 
Generic Skills 
On completion of the subject students should have developed the following:  

• Critical evaluation of policies and practices 
• Skills in seeking, evaluating and retrieving information. 
• Comprehension of complex concepts and the ability to express them lucidly in writing. 
• Identification of emergent trends in practice 

 
SCHEDULE 
 
Friday, 9-12:00 
 

01 07 Mar Introduction  
02 14 Mar Digital Design Environments  
03 21 Mar Easter break  
04 28 Mar Easter break  
05 04 Apr Integrated Practice - BIM Case study & essay 

proposal due 
06 11 Apr   
07 18 Apr Globalised Design, Documentation & 

Construction 
 

08 25 Apr Anzac Day  
09 02 May Practice case study: Architecture   
10 09 May Case studies discussion; Emergent Practices  
11 16 May Practice case study: Visualisation Case study draft 

due 
12 23 May Summation  
13 30 May Final essay consultation   
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ASSESSMENT 
 

• Class participation (15%) 
 
• Gathering of case study data and production of a journal due at the end of semester 

(30%);  
 
• Essay to the equivalent of at least 3000 words due at the end of semester (55%).  

 
A case study description up to 500 words and an essay proposal up to 500 words must be 
submitted by 4 April 2008. 
 
Case Study 
 
Select one project in Australia or elsewhere in which digital technologies have been used in 
innovative and integral way from design through to its realisation as a building. Document flow 
of information and decisions, representations used and insights generated at various stages, 
and organizational structures required in such projects. Case study information may be drawn 
from journals, magazines, books, and direct contact with the design practice responsible for 
the project. There will intermediate presentations of case study material during the semester. 
The final submission should comprise annotated text and graphic material (including 
drawings, sketches, and diagrams) as appropriate with properly referenced bibliography. 
 
Essay 
 
Your essay should reflect on the materials presented in the seminars, readings, and your 
case study material, and may revolve around one or more themes such as 
 
• emerging forms of professional practice 
• changing status of professional knowledge and skills 
• use and value of digital information in design 
• digital fabrication and assembly of contemporary buildings 
• networked practices 
• design languages 
• design outcomes 
• design representations 
 

The final essay should comprise annotated text and graphic material (including drawings, 
sketches, and diagrams) as appropriate based on independent research of suggested reading 
materials and case study data including a properly referenced bibliography. 
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